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Some Midnight Reflections on 

The Loss of My Dear Rebbetzen Miriam Libby Weiss, Zt”l, Zy”a

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss

[image: image1.png]




As I sit on a low chair in my now empty bedroom on the night of my dear wife’s levaya I am sharing with you these thoughts. As I am unable to learn my Daf or prepare my Chumash Shiur my thoughts naturally turn to the enormity of my loss. So I decided to channel my grief and sadness into something productive by sharing my reflections with you with the hope that we can better ourselves through some of my Rebbitzen’s stellar habits.

Miriam Libby was everyone’s best friend. She had a way of making you feel that you were the most important person to her. And in a very real way it was true. She gave wholeheartedly a slice of herself to countless people. She would tell me, “Moishe, you can’t put all my friends in the same room. They would kill each other”. That’s how disparate her relationships were. But she was able to forge deep bonds with many diverse people. 

She would teach our children don’t wait for people to call you. She exclaimed, “If I did that I’d been waiting by the phone. I don’t stand on ceremony. I call them and we remain close friends. She called countless people on Erev Shabbos. She let this one know that since she didn’t have a sister she would be her sister. To another she told her your like a mother to me and proceeded to send her a Mother’s Day card . 


To a third she would keep up her unending support that he should stay off drugs. For yet another she would supplement the rent for a single Mom struggling to meet her rent increase. Yet another she would help with shoes for the children on Yom Tov. And she would do this with incredible stealth letting as little people find out about it as possible

She didn’t drive a car. She had no cell phone, not even a flip phone. She didn’t own a wallet and never carried a checkbook. Yet, she networked incredible accomplishments of chesed. She would hear that someone passed away and they had a great aide  -she would immediately try to hook the aide up with another family in need. If someone wasn’t getting shidduchin she would get to them names and numbers of shadchonim. She would find people rides and get surplus foods with secrecy to needy families. If at all possible she would keep herself out of these transactions. She would say I’m just like a passing ship. I don’t need to be mentioned.

One of her specialties was adopting an elderly person who she would visit and regularly bring good cheer. Over the years she did this with countless individuals  going to their home and doing puzzles with them, joking with them, and being a most wonderful listening ear to them. She brightened the last years of many a senior citizen.

And she did all this without depriving me or her children of her time and her love. She put us first. Her priorities were solid but her ahavas chesed was extraordinary. When she didn’t know some bit of Torah information she would say, “I was absent that day from school”. But we would say that when the Yezer Hora was given permission not to do chesed that was the day she was absent.

Every Tuesday she would go to Clove Lake Nursing Home and take down all the Jewish Patients and entertain them. She would bring them food from the Pizza Store or Kosher Island and play Bingo or do arts and crafts with them. She infected many other people with her kind spirit and these activities now continue without her. She was a sparkplug of chesed, warmth, happiness, and humor.

These are my first musings. There is oodles more. But for the meantime, let’s think of how we can use our talents to better or brighten someone else’s life and may her shining example be a source of aliya to her wonderful neshoma in Gan Eden where she is surely residing.

Please learn and give tzedaka for Miriam Liba Bas Aharon Zt”l Zy”a
Reprinted from the December 27, 2017 website of The VUES.

Parashat Vayehi
Life After Death
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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Parashat Vayehi begins with Yaakob Abinu summoning Yosef and asking, “Please do not bury me in Egypt.” Yaakob had Yosef promise on oath that he would bring his remains back to the Land of Israel, rather than bury him in Egypt.


Yaakob introduces his request by asking Yosef, “Do for me kindness and truth” (47:29).  Rashi explains that when we perform an act of kindness for a deceased person, by fulfilling his wishes expressed before his passing or by showing him honor, it is considered “true kindness,” wholehearted and sincere, because it is done without any anticipation of reward.


When we do a favor for a living person, even if we act sincerely, in the back of our minds we think that the favor will one day be reciprocated.  Even the noblest act of kindness is accompanied by a tinge of self-interest, as we expect the beneficiary to someday repay his debt of gratitude.  But when we act kindly to a deceased person, who cannot repay the kindness, we perform “Hesed Ve’emet”– true and genuine kindness, which is purely altruistic without ulterior motives.


Several questions have been asked regarding Rashi’s comment. First, the phrase “Hesed Ve’emet” appears earlier in the Torah (24:49), in reference to kindness performed for a living person.  Eliezer, Abraham’s servant, tells Ribka’s family that they would be performing “Hesed Ve’emet” to Abraham by allowing their daughter to marry his son. How can Rashi claim that the term “Hesed Ve’emet” refers exclusively to kindness performed for a deceased person, if Eliezer used it in reference to kindness performed for Abraham while he was alive?


Secondly, is it really true that all kindness performed for a living person is partially insincere? When a wealthy person gives money to a destitute pauper, does he really expect any sort of payback?


To answer this question, we might explain Rashi’s comment differently. When Rashi writes that kindness for the dead is “true kindness” because “he does not anticipate reward,” he means not that the one doing the favor does not anticipate reward, but rather that the deceased does not anticipate reward.

Before a person leaves his world, he recognizes that his time for performing Misvot and earning eternal reward is coming to an end.  It is told that the Vilna Gaon wept bitterly as he lay on his deathbed, and he explained that he wept because soon he would be no longer capable of earning reward in the next world. Misvot can be performed and merits can be earned only in this world, during a person’s lifetime.


However, there is one way a person’s soul can experience elevation and have his share of the next world increased even after death – through the Misvot performed by his progeny. When a deceased person’s children or grandchildren perform Misvot as a result of the education and inspiration they received from the deceased, his soul is elevated. Although he can no longer earn merits by performing Misvot, he can earn merits through the Misvot performed by his offspring.


This concept is expressed by the Sages of the Talmud when they taught, “Bera Kar’a De’abu” – “A son is the father’s leg.” After a person passes on, he has no “legs,” he is no longer capable of advancing, of achieving, of moving forward and elevating himself spiritually. A son, however, has the ability to advance his deceased father by performing Misvot.  And thus, the child is the deceased father’s “leg.” He is the one who moves the father forward and elevates him in the next world, when the father is no longer capable of advancing himself.


This is Rashi’s intent in explaining the phrase “Hesed Ve’emet.” When a person prepares to leave this world, he expects that his time for earning reward is now ending. And therefore, the greatest kindness we can do for a person is to enable him to earn reward even after his death by performing Misvot as he taught us to do.  Yaakov requested of his son, “Do not bury me in Egypt”– as if to say, “Do not allow my progress and advancement to end when I die in Egypt.”


He wanted Yosef to continue living the way Yaakob taught him, and this would ensure Yaakob’s continued elevation long after his death. Yaakob did not want to be “buried” in Egypt.  He wanted to continue living even after his physical death through the power of the Misvot performed by his offspring.  This is “Hesed Ve’emet”– the greatest kindness one can perform, facilitating a deceased person’s elevation in the next world.


Indeed, the Talmud teaches that “Yaakob Abinu Lo Met”– Yaakob never died.  Since he left behind twelve children committed to Misvot, he continues to “live” even after death, through the good deeds performed by his descendants, all Am Yisrael.


This insight conveys a very important lesson to parents regarding the decisions they make for their children’s education and upbringing.  Investing in our children’s Torah education is an investment that will continue paying dividends for eternity, even long after we have departed from this world.  By inspiring, teaching and directing our children to live a life of


Torah and Misvot, we ensure our everlasting growth and elevation, in both this world and the next.  The key to immortality is properly educating and training our children to live in a way that will continue bringing us reward for all eternity.

Reprinted from the Parashat Vayehi 5778 website of the Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn.
Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parashat Vayechi 5778
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The Torah in this week's reading records for us the end of the Egypt of our patriarchs and matriarchs. The era ends on a note of serenity, family harmony and bountiful success. The Jewish family is enjoying the best that the Egyptian civilization and economy could offer. However, nothing in human life that is physical is permanent.


In a century or more, all of this goodness and security will disappear, to be replaced by slavery, idolatry and the crushing of the Jewish spirit and body. Yaakov is aware through the divine spirit that has been restored to him that difficult times will come to visit his descendants. Yosef is also well aware that there are bad years ahead. In effect, he is reliving the interpretation of the dreams of Pharaoh that catapulted him to greatness and power.


There will be a period of good years for his children and grandchildren in Egypt but they will be followed by years of persecution and slavery. So much so that the good years will be forgotten and only the bitter memories  will remain and be etched in the Jewish psyche forever.


However, he promises his family that they will be redeemed and restored to the national and spiritual greatness, and that when that happens they should remove his remains from Egypt and bring him home with them to the land of Israel. This poignant request marks the defining final moment of the era of our patriarchs and matriarchs. It becomes the symbol for all later generations… that no matter how dark the night of exile may be, eventually we will all return home to our promised land – even the bones of the dead will be brought back.


The Egyptians thought that they would hold the Jewish people in eternal slavery and that the bones of Joseph could be held as hostage to Jewish attempts to leave Egypt. They embalmed him, placed his remains in a lead casket and in true mafia style, sank it in the Nile River.


The Egyptians were not willing to let Joseph go, just as the Ukrainians today are not willing to let the remains of Rav Nachhman of Breslov leave Uman. After all, without Umann there really is very little tourist industry active in today's Ukraine. How ironic it is that the Ukraine with its bloody history of anti-Semitism and Jewish persecution for century’s, profits from the grave of a very Jewish leader and holy man! But I digress.


Joseph's interpretations of the dreams of Pharaoh are meant to give us an insight into the progression of Jewish history throughout the ages. Even when we forgot what our homeland looked like, when we felt like we wanted to go home, we always knew where that home was located. Even when others lived in our home we still believed that the bones of Joseph and those of his descendants would guide us to our true home.


This perhaps the greatest legacy that Jacob and Joseph have left us and for all future generations. Both Jacob and Joseph still live.

Reprinted from the Parashat Vayechi 5778 website of Rabbi.wein.com

Jacob’s Desire to Reveal
The Date of the Redemption

Adapted from the works of

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, zt”l

The Lubavitcher Rebbe.
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Before Jacob passed away he called all his children together and said, "Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which will befall you in the last days." But we find that Jacob did not reveal the future. Our Sages explain that the Divine Presence left Jacob, and with it, the knowledge of the end of days. In other words, G-d prevented Jacob from revealing the date of the Final Redemption.

We can be sure that Jacob did not intend merely to satisfy their curiosity; rather, Jacob thought that he would be doing the Jewish people a favor by revealing when the end of days would come. However, this revelation would not have brought any tangible benefit, but would have actually caused Jacob's descendents harm: Had the fledgling Jewish nation learned that the Final Redemption was not to come for thousands of years, they would have despaired. Why would Jacob want to reveal something to his children that would have caused them to despair?


In order to explain what really took place, we must understand the two different ways in which the Redemption can come about. The Talmud teaches that although G-d has fixed a definite date in history for Moshiach to come, if the Jewish people is worthy, Moshiach will arrive before the appointed time. If the Jews, through their actions, merit the Redemption sooner, they will not have to wait until the specified date.


Jacob did not plan on revealing the final date by which time the Redemption would have to occur; he wanted to give his children a far closer one by which time Moshiach would come if they so merited. It is quite possible that Jacob was referring to a time only a few years after that very day. Why was this not allowed to happen?


The answer lies in the fact that had Jacob been successful in revealing the date, the Redemption would have had to occur then. Once the Divine Presence was withdrawn from him, the opportunity to speed the process was taken away, and we still await the Redemption today.


Had the Jewish people known that the Redemption was so near, they would surely have perfected their actions and been worthy. The knowledge would have encouraged and inspired them to remove all obstacles to Moshiach's arrival, and we would not still be waiting.


Obviously, this was not meant to be. G-d prevented Jacob from revealing the secret, for the Final Redemption must come about purely on the merit of our efforts, working within the limitations placed on us by the physical world. Jacob's revelation would have affected the quality of man's worship and changed the Divine plan. G-d therefore caused His Presence to depart from Jacob.


Jacob, for his part, knew all this, but tried to hasten the Redemption even at the expense of man's mission in perfecting the world. Although G-d has ordained otherwise, the request of a tzadik is never in vain and the ramifications of Jacob's actions are felt today: Every Jew must demand and insist that G-d bring the Final Redemption in our own time, and this very insistence will infuse us with strength and determination in our worship. When we say, "We want Moshiach now" and "Moshiach is on the way," we automatically improve our behavior in our desire for the Redemption to finally come.

Reprinted from Issue #194 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parashat Vayechi 5752/1991), a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

 The Story of Contemporary Baal Teshuvah Heroes

By Daniel Keren

(“180 Degrees: 25 Amazing True Stories that Caused a Turning Point in People’s Lives” by Abraham Leib Berenstein, 340 pages, Feldheim Publishers, 2017)
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Meeting a Baal Teshuvah today is really not a unique experience. Sixty years ago it might have been a shocker and the person who gave up his or her assimilated and secular life to embrace the seemingly difficult task of fulfilling the Taryag (613) Mitzvahs of the Torah might have been invited to be the Guest Speaker at a Shul Event or Sisterhood Luncheon.


The tipping point in making a Baal Teshuva a mass movement was the miraculous victory of the Israelis against larger and better armed Arab enemies during the 1967 Six-Day War. Overnight, the holiest Biblical sites in Jewish history (the Western Wall, the Machpelah/Burial Sites of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs and Kever Rochel (Rachel’s Tombstone) came under Israeli control and Jews from around the world won the right to make religious pilgrimages to these sacred locations.


Before 1967 if a secular Jew was on a tour to Israel, what was there spiritually to awaken his or her Pintele Yid? Would a visit to Yad Vashem or the Knesset Building or the Great Synagogue in Jerusalem or Tel Aviv inspire a secular Jew to get excited about his or her religious heritage?


Feldheim Publishers has recently published a 340-page hardcopy book that offers 25 fascination stories of real people who explain why they made the difficult choice to drop their secular lives and adopt Torah values despite the fact that such a decision often caused them great emotional heartaches by alienating them from their still-assimilated close family members, friends and colleagues at work.


Every Jew is a world until him or herself and in “180 Degrees,” Abraham Leib Berenstein tells his own story and that of 24 other Baalei Teshuvah. These individuals had before connecting to their Pintele Yid essence pursued their own unique and particular dreams for glory in such vanities as becoming a Hollywood star, an Olympic champion, a Kung-Fu warrior, a pro-racer, a Shin Bet agent, an international ski instructor, a high-ranking Microsoft director, a member of a Super Bowl championship team, a mountain climber, a body builder, comedian, guitarist, surfer, magician, Broadway actor, fighter pilot, singer or believe it or not – a Neo-Nazi.


Emphasizing the true story nature of each of the 25 Baalei Teshuva profiles, and that each chapter highlights the spiritual struggle of real people, the author includes the email addresses in the Table of Contents of each subject interviewed so any reader with questions or comments can contact that particular Baal Teshuvah.


Among the profiles, the four most well-known subjects are Alan Veingrad, former NFL football player; Rabbi Uri Zohar who was a highly celebrated Israeli actor and movie director; Sara Yocheved Rigler, popular writer and Pawel Bromson, former Polish Neo-Nazi whose transformation into a Torah-observant Jew has been highly publicized in many Jewish publications.


The emergency of Baalei Teshuvah in large numbers (many tens of thousands or even hundreds of thousands) in the last half century has made a great impression in the Jewish world. There is hardly a Jewish secular family that hasn’t had a close family member or cousin or uncle/aunt who hasn’t joined the ranks of the Baal Teshuvah movement. And there is hardly a Orthodox Jewish synagogue or community that hasn’t been reinvigorated by the addition of these newly committed Torah loyal Jews.


The author in his introduction writes:


“It is often thought that people who seek change in their lives are those who suffered personal tragedies, financial difficulties or other types of challenges. It is true that in many cases, people contending with complex situations that they cannot resolve on their own reach the conclusion that there is a Superior Being Who controls the world.


“But there are also those who sense that there is something better, beyond the materialistic world, even though they do not find themselves in a tough situation…


“It is my sincere hope that this book serve as a source of inspiration to readers and will arouse in them the desire to look beyond the materialistic world, in the same way as the protagonists of the stories related here. May it be G-d’s will that this book be of assistance to you in utilizing the most precious gift bestowed upon us by the Creator: the power of choice.”


In my humble opinion this book :”180 Degrees” by Mr. Berenstein is not just for Baalei Teshuvah who need chizuk in the aftermath of their courageous and often difficult decision or for secular Jews who are thinking of coming closer to Hashem but are afraid of what changes may follow. Perhaps more importantly, this book should be read by frum from birth (FFBs) Jews who might think that there is something else out in the world that is worth consideration and perhaps abandoning their derech, way of life. Either way one will come away with awe and respect for the subjects depicted in this book which can be found in bookstores or from the publisher by calling (800) 237-7149 or clicking www.feldheim.com

Lesson #1131

How to Ask Hashem

For Your Needs

By Rabbi David Ashear


When a person comes to pray, there are two approaches he can take. 


One is to say, "Hashem, please give me what I need, I'm such a Tzadik, I try so hard. I do this; I do that. Give me in those merits." 


But our Rabbis tell us there's a much better way to pray. When a person asks Hashem for his needs, he is supposed to feel that he deserves nothing, he is asking for a gift from Hashem just because Hashem is loving and merciful. 


Rashi in the beginning of Parashat V'etchanan quotes from Chazal who tell us, even though the Tzadikim have so many good deeds and can ask Hashem to give them in their merits, they only ask Hashem for a מתנת חינם- a gift for nothing. 
If we would really understand the value of what one Mitzvah does for us, we wouldn't be requesting our needs because we do Mitzvot, but rather, we would be praising and thanking Hashem for giving us the opportunity to do those Mitzvot.


I read a Mashal of a wealthy man who had assets worth over $20 million. There was a terrible decree on a certain town and all the residents there were in grave danger. The wealthy man took the initiative. He sold all of his assets and took the money that he made and bribed the king to spare that town. And he successfully saved the lives of hundreds of people, but now he was poor and destitute. 
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Rabbi David Ashear


He left himself with nothing, and he went to pray to Hashem for money. He could either have said, "Hashem, I could have kept my money, but I did a Chesed and I saved Your people. At least give me enough now to be able to live comfortably." 

Or he could have said, "Hashem, You're so kind. I know, You could have saved that town Yourself, but You gave me the opportunity to do this awesome Mitzvah and save all of those lives. I can never thank You enough for that Zechut. And even though I know I don't deserve a penny, please continue bestowing Your Chesed upon me and give me Parnasa." The latter is the proper approach.


When Moshe Rabbenu asked Hashem to be allowed to enter Eretz Yisrael, he said, "Hashem, I know I don't deserve it. You already gave me the merit to take the Jewish People out of Mitzrayim. You already gave me the merit to receive the Torah on Har Sinai. You have given me so much, but please, in Your unbridled Chesed, give me another opportunity now and allow me to enter the Land of Israel."


When Yaakov Avinu prayed to Hashem to be saved from Esav, he said, " I know I don't deserve anything." It's not enough just to mouth the words, we really have to believe that we don't deserve. A broken heart, and a request for mercy goes a much longer way than asking for something because we feel we deserve.


I read a story about a young girl from Israel who went into a jewelry store and asked to purchase a very expensive bracelet. She took out of her pocket seven Shekalim and eight Agurot and put it on the table. 


The store owner said, "This bracelet is over three thousand Shekalim. You need much more money for this." And then he asked her, "Who do you want to buy this for?"


She replied, "I want to get it for my older sister. You see, after my mother passed away a few years ago, my sister took over the role of taking care of us. She cooks, she cleans, she does my homework with me. She acts to me just like my Mommy did. Today is her eighteenth birthday, and we're making her a little party in the house, so we wanted to buy her a nice gift to show her how much we appreciate what she does."


The store owner was touched. He wrapped up the bracelet and said, "You have just the right amount of money for this."


That night, the children gave her the gift and they were beaming with excitement as she opened it, but she took one look at it and couldn't believe that they could afford such a thing. She went back to the store the next day and asked the owner how much her little sister paid for it. The owner told her the amount and then added, "Sometimes a broken heart is worth much more than gold."


We must to realize that we could never begin to repay Hashem for all that He does for us, but if we come to Him with a humble spirit and a broken heart and ask for mercy, that is the greatest Tefilah that we can make.

Reprinted from the December 26, 2017 email of Daily Emunah.

Western Wall Train Station to Be Named After President Trump

By David Israel
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New Railroad Line In Jerusalem, from The convention center At the city’s entrance To the Kotel


Transport Minister Yisrael Katz (Likud) on Tuesday approved the recommendations of the steering committee of Israel Railways, to establish the “Kotel” rail station in the Cardo area of the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem, a few dozen yards from the Western Wall. Minister Katz also decided to name it the Donald J. Trump station, after the American president who recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, Yedioth Ahronoth reported.


According to the same report, the final outline of the railway project to the Western Wall would include an underground tunnel about two miles long, connecting the train station named after the late President Yitzhak Navon to the Western Wall. according to the plan, the tunnel will include two stations, at a depth of about 150 ft., the City Center station, to be built at the intersection of King George and Jaffa Streets, and the Donald Trump station.
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US President Donald Trump is the first sitting US president ever to visit the Western Wall in Jerusalem.


The tunnel and the two new stations will be an extension of the express line between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, where the ride is expected to take only 28 minutes, going through Ben Gurion Airport, Modi’in and the Binyanei Ha’ooma station at the entrance to the city.


New Railroad Line In Jerusalem, from The convention center At the city’s entrance To the Kotel


“The Kotel is the holiest place for the Jewish people,” Minister Katz said on Tuesday, “and I decided to name the Kotel station after US President Donald Trump, in appreciation of his courageous and historic decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of the State of Israel.”

Reprinted from the December 27, 2017 email of The Jewish Press.
Klal Yisroel Erupts in Joy

President Trump Frees Sholom Rubashkin
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President Donald Trump on Wednesday, December 20th issued a commutation of Sholom Rubashkin’s 27-year sentence, freeing a man who in eight years has become an exemplar of achdus, the subject of countless tefillos, and a repository of hope and faith for so many. 


Within minutes of the news flash, more than 1,000 people began dancing in front of Rubashkin’s butcher store in Boro Park, with large sections of 14th Avenue closed off. 


Maariv in “770,” the Lubavitch world headquarters in Crown Heights, was recited in the nusach of Yom Tov, and there was dancing in dozens of shuls marking the end of Chanukah — from Monsey to London and Yerushalayim. 


“He is a Klal Yisrael Yid,” Moshe Gold told Hamodia. “The entire Klal Yisrael, from all walks of life, davened for him for years and are now celebrating.” 
A Hamodia reporter standing on 14th Avenue in front of the store, owned by Mr. Rubashkin’s father, Avraham Aharon, texted: “Must be a thousand people here.” 


Songs such as “Didan Natzach,” “Chasdei Hashem” and “Ahalilu” were roared out by jubilant supporters across the Jewish world. Celebratory parties sprang up spontaneously and dancing went on until late into the night. 


Mr. Rubashkin, a 57-year-old father of 10 children, was greeted in Monsey last night with ecstatic singing and dancing, with thousands of people rushing to his home in Southgate. He had been released hours earlier from Otisville medium security prison in upstate New York where he spent the past nearly eight years. 
Haindel Breuer, a Kol Mevaser announcer, tweeted Wednesday night that Mr. Rubashkin was in the middle of a Chanukah mesibah with his fellow inmates on Wednesday evening when he received the news. 


“He just finished reading a letter from one of his children that said, ‘Hashem will help and you’ll be released today,’” Breuer posted. A warden then walked in to tell him that he was getting released immediately. 


The commutation ends a years-long effort by numerous askanim, elected officials and justice campaigners. The White House wrote in a press release that the president made the decision after he was “encouraged by bipartisan leaders from across the political spectrum, from Nancy Pelosi to Orrin Hatch.”

Reprinted from the Parshas Vayigash 5778 email of Lekavod Shabbos Magazine.
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